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shewn to several people as an original.    It was, in " The truth, the'p; reduction of Mr. Henry Mackenzie, an 'Man of attorney in the Exchequer at Edinburgh, who is reeling the authour of several other ingenious piepes; but the belief with regard to Mr. Eccles became so
f'jneral, that it was thought necessary for Messieurs trahan and Cadell to publish an advertisement ip the news-papers, contradicting the report, and mentioning that they purchased the copy-right of.KJJr. Mackenzie. I can conceive this kind of fraud to be very.easily practised with successful efFrontery. The Filiation of, a literary performance is difficult of proof; seldom is there any witness present a,t its birth. A man, either in confidence or by improper means, obtains possession of a copy of it in manuscript, and boldly publishes it as his own. The true authour, in many cases, may not be able to make his title clear. Jphnsbn, indeed, frofn the peculiar 'features of his literary offspring, might bid defiance to any attempt to appropriate them to others:
" But Shakspeare's magick could not copied be, Within that circle none durst walk but he."
He this year lent his friendly assistance to correct and improve a pamphlet written by Mr. Gwyn, the architect, entitled " Thoughts on the Coronation of George III." *                                           " ' \
Johnson had now for some years admitted Mr. Baretti to his intimacy; nor did their friendship cease upon their being separated by Baretti's revisiting his native country, as appears from Johnson's letters to him.